
Year 9 
Options



Where to start?
Responsibility

• Important questions to ask yourself:

• What career aspirations do you have?

• Which subjects will help you achieve your ambitions?

• Are the courses suited to you?

• Will your choices keep your options open?



Responsibility - Choosing your options

•Route 1 - You know which job/industry you want to go 
into after school



Choosing your options

•Route 2 - You have no idea what you want to do after 
school.



Grades 9-4

Grades 3-1

BTEC/Cambridge National/Vocational Award

BTEC/Cambridge National/Vocational Award

Further Education

University / FE College / 
Apprenticeships / Work

Key Stage 5 - Higher Education

School/ 6th form College / 
Apprenticeships / Work

Key Stage 4

School

Budehaven



The Curriculum 
– What you Study

The National Curriculum requires that all pupils study a core curriculum 
of: 

• English Language 

• English Literature 

• Mathematics 

• Science 

• Citizenship, RE, Careers and Sex and Relationships Education 

• Physical Education 

Plus four optional subjects
Each option receive 5 hours a 
fortnight on your timetable



GCSEs / Level 2 Qualifications  taken
G

C
SE

 
En

gl
is

h
 

Li
te

ra
tu

re

G
C

SE
 

En
gl

is
h

 
La

n
gu

ag
e

G
C

SE
 

 M
at

h
s

G
C

SE
 

C
o

m
b

in
ed

 
Sc

ie
n

ce

G
C

SE
 

C
o

m
b

in
ed

 
Sc

ie
n

ce

O
p

ti
o

n

G
u

id
ed

 O
p

ti
o

n

O
p

ti
o

n

O
p

ti
o

n

In Combined Science you 
study Physics, Chemistry 
and Biology.

If you choose separate 
sciences, the combined 
science slots and an 
option are replaced by 
Physics, Chemistry and 
Biology.



Opportunities – KS4 Guided Choice – Choose one

Computer 
Science

French Geography

History
Separate 
Sciences

Spanish



Opportunities – KS4 Options Subjects – Choose 3

Art and Design
Business 
Studies

Computer 
Science

Introduction 
to 

Construction

Creative 
iMedia

Design 
Technology

Drama French Geography
Health and 
Social Care

History
Hospitality 

and Catering

Information 
Technologies

Music Photography
Religious 
Studies

Separate 
Science

Spanish

Sport Studies
Travel and 
Tourism

By Invitation





Qualification Type - GCSE 

• Grades 1 – 9

• Most subjects assessed by final written paper 
(Some open choice subjects have an element of 
coursework)

• Requires the retention of knowledge / 
application of skills for final written paper



OCR Nationals, Level 1/2 and 
Btec Qualifications

• Assessed by a mixture of coursework or practical 
assessments 

• Final written paper

Cambridge 
National 
L1/2

BTEC Quals 

GCSE 9 – 1 grades



Choose a course because:

• It fits your interests and abilities

• You are good at it and think you will enjoy it

• It links to a career idea

• You think you might want to continue studying it after Year Eleven

• It will help you meet the entry requirements for the post-16 options which interest you

• It will help you give you plenty of choice post-16



Don’t choose a course because:

• Your friends have chosen it

• Someone else thinks it will be a good idea for you to do it

• You think it will be easy

• You think it’s a good course for a boy/girl to do

• You don’t have time to research your options properly or to get any information and advice

• You like the teacher you have now



SUBJECT 
ATTITUDE TO 

LEARNING 
GCSE GRADE 

RANGE * 
ENGLISH Outstanding Grade 6 to 8 

MATHEMATICS Outstanding Grade 7 to 9 

ART & DESIGN Outstanding Grade 6 to 8 

COMPUTING Good Grade 7 to 9 

FRENCH Outstanding Grade 7 to 9 

GEOGRAPHY Outstanding Grade 7 to 9 

HISTORY Outstanding Grade 5 to 7 

MUSIC Outstanding Grade 6 to 8 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION Outstanding Grade 5 to 7 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION Outstanding Grade 7 to 9 

SCIENCE Good Grade 5 to 7 

FOOD TECHNOLOGY Outstanding Grade 6 to 8 

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY Good Grade 4 to 6 

PSHE Outstanding  
 

Success
Use Reports!



Key Dates

• 30th November - Student Assembly in School 8:50 – 9:10 am

• 30th November – KS4 Options Market Place – John Ward Hall 5:45 – 6:30pm

• 6th December Careers interviews

• 7th December - Year 9 Parents’ Evening - Options form emailed out

• 5th January – Last day options form can be edited

• Summer Term 2 – Confirmation of options letter



Options Form -
Classcharts
Announcement
1st Decemebr

• Deadline for completion 5th 
January

• Can be edited between these 
dates

• Options chosen in order of 
preference

• You can change your options after 
this date by emailing 
james.grill@budehaven.cornwall.sch.
uk

mailto:james.grill@budehaven.cornwall.sch.uk
mailto:james.grill@budehaven.cornwall.sch.uk


Care - Where to find answers:

• 2024 – 2025 Options Booklet

• Unifrog

• Form Tutors

• Careers Advice 

• PSHE Careers Lessons

• KS4 Marketplace

• Your teachers – Parents’ Evening

• Parents
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